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Reports: Afghan Education Ministry Cuts Deal With
Taliban

By Jason Ditz
December 13, 2011
Reports coming out of Afghanistan today say that the Afghan Education Ministry has entered

into a secret deal with the Taliban that will end attacks against government-run schools across
the nation.

The reports say that the deal was in the offing in 2007 before it was vetoed by the US. After the
Taliban offered the deal publicly in 2009 several local school boards jumped at the chance, and
after this led to a huge drop in attacks it is now the policy nationwide.

The deal has all schools in the nation using the same curriculum that mujaheddin-run schools
used during the Soviet occupation, and would give the Taliban veto power over any religious
teachers in the schools.

The move could work in the favor of both the Karzai government and the Taliban, proving the
former can actually get a negotiation done and improving the public perception of the latter.
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